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Unjust executions in Bahrain: the cases of Ali AlArab and
Ahmed AlMalali
Americans for Democracy & Human Rights in Bahrain (ADHRB) takes this opportunity at
the 42nd session of the United Nations (UN) Human Rights Council (HRC) to raise
attention to executions in Bahrain, in particular the recent executions of Ali AlArab and
Ahmed AlMalali in July 2019, despite allegations of torture and unfair trials.

Overview
On Saturday 27 July 2019, the Government of Bahrain carried out the executions of Ali
AlArab, Ahmed AlMalali, and a third man from Bangladesh. 1 Their executions come just
two years after Bahrain ended its seven-year de facto moratorium on the death penalty by
executing three torture victims - Ali AlSingace, Abbas AlSamea, and Sami Mushaima - in
January 2017.2 There are currently eight Bahraini men at imminent risk of execution in
Bahrain.3 Additionally, there are ten other individuals on death row still undergoing appeals
of their cases.4

The death penalty in Bahrain
Despite pressure and appeals from the UN and the international community, the death
penalty continues to be part of the Bahraini legal system. Under Bahraini law, after the
Court of Cassation confirms a death sentence, the decision is sent to the King, who has the
power to ratify the sentence, commute it, or grant a pardon. 5

Ali AlArab and Ahmed AlMalali
Ali Mohamed Hakeem Al Arab was arrested in a joint operation in February 2017 carried
out by the Ministry of the Interior (MOI) alongside the General Directorate for Criminal
Investigation and Forensic Science, the Special Security Force Command, and Bahrain’s
National Security Agency that reportedly “aimed at apprehending escaped prisoners and
other terrorist fugitives.”6 He was suspected of being involved in the murder of a police
officer and of being involved in supporting the Jau Prison escapees. AlArab was held at the
Criminal Investigations Directorate (CID) where he was coerced into signing a confession,
after which officers transferred him to Dry Dock Detention Center. 7 He was held in
solidarity confinement for five days and repeatedly tortured until he was unable to stand.
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He was one of 58 individuals convicted in an unfair mass trial in January 2018. The trial
was marred with allegations of torture and due process violations. He reported being
prevented from attending the appeals hearings during his detention. Despite clear violations
of international standards and domestic laws throughout the arrest, detention, and trial, the
Bahraini High Court of Appeals rejected all the appeals of the defendants. 8 On 6 May 2019
the Court of Cassation, Bahrain’s court of last resort, confirmed his death sentence 9 and on
27 July 2019 he was executed.
Ahmed AlMalali’s arrest was carried out of the same day as Ali AlArab’s. He was arrested
without an official warrant and he was reportedly struck by two bullets in his right hand. 10
Following the arrest, officers held Ahmed incommunicado for a month at the CID, where
he was subjected to brutal torture, including forced standing, exposure to cold, beatings
causing a broken bone in his leg and electric shock. He was prevented from meeting with a
legal counsel and charged with possessing firearms, training in the use of firearms, and
membership in a terrorist cell.11
He was not allowed to attend his trial sessions. Consequently, he was sentenced in absentia
to the death penalty and denationalized on 31 January 2018. On 6 May 2019 he received the
confirmation by the Bahraini Court of Cassation, and, with AlArab, he was executed by
firing squad at Jau Prison on 27 July 2019.12
Their executions were carried out despite urgent calls to the Bahraini government to halt
the executions from Members of Congress, including Senator Bob Menendez,13 the Tom
Lantos Human Rights Commission co-chairs,14 and Representative Ro Khanna,15 as well
Members of the European Parliament, French Parliament, and Agnes Callamard, the United
Nations Special Rapporteur on extrajudicial, summary or arbitrary executions. 16 Special
Rapporteur Callamard referred to their executions as “arbitrary killings,” and stated that she
was “appalled” that their executions had been carried out.17

Eight individuals at imminent risk of execution
Many of the other men on death row have also alleged torture to coerce confessions,
including those at imminent risk of execution, whose sentences only need ratification by the
King. Bahraini authorities arrested Maher AlKhabbaz for allegedly killing a police officer
in 2013.18 Authorities disappeared him for one week, during which he was tortured to
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confess, and he was forced to sign a written statement used in trial against him. However,
Maher is reportedly illiterate and would have been unable to read this “confession.” The
Court of Cassation confirmed his sentence on 31 January 2018, and now he is at imminent
risk of execution.
Similarly, Salman Isa Salman19 was arrested without a warrant under “terrorist” allegations,
repeatedly beaten and tortured until he signed a prepared confession. On 4 June 2018 the
Court of Cassation upheld the death sentence and now he is at imminent risk. 20
Husain Ali Mohamed21 was charged with “unlawful assembly” and “unlawful possession of
a firearm” and arrested in April 2016. Bahraini security acted in the same inhumane and
unlawful way during his detention and his trial. On 26 February 2018 his death sentence
was confirmed, and he is now at imminent risk of execution.
Lastly, Husain Ali Marzooq was charged with around 12 crimes, including being involved
in a bombing. In June 2017 he was convicted and sentenced to death and stripped of his
nationality. The Court of Cassation confirmed the decision on 26 February 2018, rendering
his verdict final.22

Conclusion
ADHRB reiterates its condemnation of these executions and highlights the misapplication
of the international law in the Kingdom. It calls on the Government of Bahrain:
• To halt the pending executions of the eight individuals at imminent risk of
execution;
• To place a moratorium on the death penalty, with a view towards its abolition;
• To investigate allegations of pervasive and continuous acts of torture and ill
treatment with a view towards holding perpetrators accountable; and
• To compensate the families of Ali AlArab and Ahmed AlMalali.
Additionally, ADHRB reiterates its concerns about Bahrain’s membership on the Human
Rights Council, and calls on all Member States to raise these concerns and hold Bahrain
accountable for its human rights violations.
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